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Army Camp Without Guns 
Trains Objectors To Serve 


Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of articles dealing 
with the various positions of conscientious objectors. Later 
articles will deal with I-O and non-registrant positions. 

A hundred and fifty young men are going through 
a grueling, 16 hour a day training course at Grand 
Ledge, Michigan, preparing for military service, al- 
though they are determined they'll never use a gun. 

They are draft-age Seventh Day Adventists from 
across the country attending the 7th annual national 
encampment of the church’s medical cadet corps, 
learning military discipline, drill, map reading, and 
first aid. 

No where, though, is there a sign of a gun or any 
other death dealing weapon. Nor will any of the 
camp trainees ever consent to carry one in war even 
though they may serve with the Nation’s armed forces 
on some of the worst battle fields. 


(Continued on page 2) 


J. 8. Signal C 


Neon Combatants (I-A-Os) unloading wounded soldier from an assault 
boat for removal to base hospital. 


PRESIDENT ORDERS NEW 
APPEAL PROCEDURE 


S. S. Regulations Amended 


The President signed an Executive Order on June 
15 which amends the Selective Service Regulations 
including appeals taken by conscientious objectors. 

Now, when local boards deny I-O or I-A-O claims 
and appeals are taken, the appeal boards will con- 
sider the cases and classify the registrants before the 
cases are given to the Justice Department for FBI 
investigation, hearing and recommendation. If the 
appeal boards grant the claims, there will be no 
investigation. However, if the appeal board renders 
an adverse decision the case will automatically be 
referred to Dept. Justice. 

In reality, this new procedure is a return to the 
procedure in effect from World War II until 1952. 

Potentially, the procedure of getting an appeal 
board decision before an FBI investigation can work 
to the advantage of all concerned. From the govern- 
ment viewpoint, the classification process can be 
speeded up in many cases and a great deal of money 
and time can be saved if appeal boards will grant 
conscientious objector claims where the files indicate 
that the registrants’ claims should have been granted 
by the local boards; viz, where the files contain no 
consequential derogatory information that should 
defeat the registrants’ claims. 

Of course, time and money will be saved only if 
the appeal boards are conversant with the Law and 
Regulations and only if the appeal boards make de- 
liberate and conscientious classifications before re- 
ferral to the Justice Department. The new procedure 
also provides a “true” appeal for the registrant 
inasmuch as appeal boards, on the first go round, 

(Continued om page 4) 
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Army Camp Without Guns Trains Objectors To 
Serve (Continued) 


The religious beliefs of Seventh Day Adventists 
forbid them to take up arms or serve as combatants 
in war. However, they are permitted to serve as non- 
combatants (I-A-O) and for this their church en- 
courages them to be prepared through its international 
medical cadet training program. 


A Hundred and Fifty Came 


Each summer a group of young Adventists sets up 
camp on a well-developed, 43 acre camp ground op- 
erated by the church’s Michigan conference on the 
outskirts of Grand Ledge. This year more than 150 
of them came from every corner of the Nation and 
from several foreign countries as well. 

For two weeks trainees live very much as Army 
inductees going through basic training. 

The day starts with reveille at 5:30 am. and ends 
with taps at 9:30 p.m. In between are drills, marches 
and bivouacs, instruction courses in military justice 
and Army traditions. Military procedure is followed 
around the clock. 

Heavy emphasis is placed on training and first-aid 
and related subjects since it is in this field that the 
cadets will serve upon induction into the armed 
forces. All are sent to the Army’s medical training 
center at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


Thirty Thousand Corpsmen 


During World War II Adventists served as medical 
corpsmen in every theater of operations. Some were 
killed, many wounded, and one, Pfc. Desmond P. 
Doss, won the Congressional Medal of Honor for ex- 
traordinary heroism on Okinawa in 1945. The Grand 
Ledge camp is named after him. 

The man responsible in large part for success of 
the cadet training program is Colonel Everett N. 
Dick, camp commander and one-time history pro- 
fessor. 

Dick, a 58-year-old Kansas-born Adventist, founded 
the first medical cadet corps 24 years ago while he 
was teaching at Union College, a church operated 
institution near Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Since then the corps has turned out some 30,000 
men for duty in the armed forces, and from Union 


College it has grown to include 11 Adventist colleges 
in this country and cther schools all over the world. 

According to Dick, “there were 188 Adventists court 
martialed, and many of them were imprisoned, mostly 
because they refused to perform military duties on 
Saturday.” 

The Adventist Sabbath, he explained, runs from 
sunset Friday to sunset Saturday, giving the denomi- 
nation its name. The training program is paid for 
entirely by the church with no government subsidy. 
The program has won high praise from various sur- 
geon generals of the Army and other military officials, 

There are those members from almost every de- 
nomination who take the I-A-O or noncombatant 
position, but the Adventists are the only ones making 
it the official position for the entire denomination. 


Students Protest ROTC 


On May 24 twenty-two members of the University 
of Wisconsin’s Student Peace Center engaged in an 
anti-ROTC poster walk. Among the slogans on the 
placards were: “End Compulsory ROTC” and “Less 
Militarism, More Education”. The poster walk was 
conducted for twenty minutes, just before the start 
of a naval ROTC review for presidents inspection 
ceremonies at the University. 

According to an article written for Fellowship, on 
the night following the annual military ball, held 
earier in the season, the Student Peace Center held 
a “Satyagrahop” in the Student Union Building. The 
anti-military ball was organized as another protest 
against compulsory ROTC courses, and included 
dancing to recorded music and folk singing. During 
an evening a skit was put on dealing with pacifist 
efforts to get the heads of three imaginary countries 
to talk peace. Also, there was a staged satire on 
military drill. A table had free pacifist literature on 
display. Over 200 students attended. 

In addition to certain religious groups NSBRO 
has learned of at least one scientific association which 
has come out strongly for a voluntary-type ROTC 
program as over against a compulsory one. Spokes- 
men for the association said that inclusion of ROTC 
in science students’ courses of study was unnecessarily 
delaying the training of badly needed scientists. 





The Reporter W. Harold ‘ow, Oneemen Attorney Advisor 
On, Cmeanee (Ss armen “Will ‘Recording ‘Sern ‘Robert B. Myers 
Huber F. ‘Klemme, Office Secretaries 
National Service Board for Robert BR. | Welskotten Alfred Neos Joyee Roudabush 
Room 408, 401 ard Street, N "O Laley ‘Dow. ae. a 
ye “fon. Martie” 














Iowa Conscientious Objector Fin 
Sentenced to Jail od, 


Joni L. Petersheim, 22, of Hazelton, Iowa, an Amish 
conscientious objector, was sentenced to two months 
in jail and fined $5,000 for draft evasion on June 27. 

Petersheim had told Judge Wynne G. Knoch he 
could not work in a suburban Evanston hospital as an 
alternative to military service because the Amish 
classify working in a metropolitan area as a sin. 

“There is no question about his conscientious objec- 
tion,” the judge said, “but Congress has passed a law 
ordering alternative service for conscientious ob- 
jectors”. 

Lt. Colonel David W. Ash, head of the Iowa Selec- 
tive Service System, testified earlier that Petersheim 
also had refused several jobs, including one on a 
farm, which he had offered him in Iowa. ° 

Eight Amish accompanied Petersheim to court. 
None showed any emotion, except Petersheim’s 
mother who wept as her son was led away by a 
deputy United States marshall. Petersheim said 
nothing. 


Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney Advisor 


Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


Tamarkin v. Local Board No. 47, 243 F2d 108, 
CCAS5, Florida, 3/29/57. 


U. S. v. Schultz, 150 F. Supp 303, 243 F2d 349, 
CCA2, New York. 


Wilbert Charles Schultz, Jr., a Jehovah’s Witness, 
was indicted for refusing to accept I-W work at 
Marcy (N.Y.) State Hospital. Schultz had sought 
a Ministerial Classification (4-D), but like many 
other Jehovah’s Witnesses, was given a I-O. 

At the trial, Schultz had testified that the Local 
Board had denied him a ministerial classification be- 


cause the Board erroneously believed (1) that it did 
not have the power to change a classification made by 
the Appeal Board; and (2) that Schultz could not 
qualify for ministerial classification because he had 
not been graduated from Seminary. 


The trial court convicted Schultz on August 17, 
1956, and the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 
on March 28, 1957, sustained the conviction on the 
ground that a reading of the registrant’s file and 
all the testimony of the trial did not bear out the 
contentions of the defendant. 





Pate v. U. S., 243 F2d 99, 5 cir., Miss., decided 
3/27/57. 


In a 2 to 1 decision, the 5th Circuit recently 
handed down a refreshing and candid opinion 
involving Harold Glenn Pate. 

Pate is an ordained minister of the Jehovah's 


fixed church or pulpit, (b) he had no fixed hours, 
and (c) he received no income from preaching. 
In reversing his conviction and two-year sen- 
tence, the Court said: 

“What is presented in this case is the same 


phenomenon which has been presented in many 


. Nowhere in (the Act and Regulations) 
is tail seadiaeeaiaas teas ¢ Gaal ae ae 
livelihood from the ministry or from a particular 
congregation, or that he have a pulpit before he 
can claim or receive classification as a minister.” 














General Cancels Conviction of 
Marine Objector 


On June 27 Major General Reginald H. Ridgely, 
Jr., set aside the court martial conviction of Marine 
Private Peter H. Green for refusing to accept a rifle. 

Green has been assigned to noncombatant duty 
pending a final decision on his status as a conscien- 
tious objector. 

The 18-year-old Marine had been convicted of 
willful disobedience of an order to accept his rifle. 

Pvt. Green, a Methodist, contended religious belief 
forbade his bearing arms. 

General Ridgely said he set the conviction aside on 
the ground that at the time the order was issued “the 
officer had no authority to issue such an order until 
Pvt. Green’s status as a conscientious objector had 
been determined by the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps.” 

Ridgely, commanding general of Camp Pendleton, 
announced he had disapproved the finding of guilty, 
and the sentence, and that the charge has been dis- 
missed. 

Green was sentenced last May 29 to four months 
at hard labor and loss of two-thirds of his pay for 
four months. The order dismissing the charge be- 
sides setting aside the four months prison sentence 
fixed by the special court martial has also restored 
Green to full pay. 

Ridgely said Green has been transferred to non- 
combatant duty in a headquarters battalion “pending 
the outcome of his appeal to the Secretary of the 
Navy for a review of the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps decision as to his status as a conscientious 
objector.” NSBRO is currently attempting to expe- 
dite the appeal. For a time it appeared as if the 
appeal was being deliberately blocked by local officials, 
but after an undue delay it finally reached officials 
in Washington. 


dent and executive editor of Printers Ink Magazine, 
a trade publication. Previous to General Ridgely’s 
setting aside of the conviction, Green’s parents wrote 
to the Camp Pendleton commanding officer saying 
that they had heard that the Marine Corps was “out 
to break” and “intends to crucify” their son. They 
also said they had heard that their son’s appeal from 
the court martial verdict had not reached officials 
in Washington but was “somewhere in Camp Pendle- 
ton ‘channels’.” The Corps issued a denial. 


Airman Given CO Discharge 


Omar R. Troyer enlisted in the Air Force in 1953 
and has been serving in Etain, France. Shortly after 
enlistment, Troyer had a religious conversion ex- 
perience and as a result took the CO position. When 
advised by his chaplain to serve out his enlistment, 
which would have meant continuing in the Air Force 
for more than a year, he contacted NSBRO, and sub- 
sequently joined the Mennonite Church. The request 
for discharge submitted on Apr. 1 was granted on 
June 22. 


President Orders New Appeals Procedure (Cont.) 


will be considering only the information that was 
before the local boards. 

However, unless appeal boards do make conscien- 
tious decisions when they first consider cases, the 
new procedure may work inequity and injustice. 
For example, if appeal boards perfunctorily follow 
local board decisions and deny the CO claims initially, 
the appeal boards may be reluctant to reverse them- 
selves even though the Justice Department recom- 
mends granting the CO claims. 

NSBRO has prepared a memorandum dealing 
with the Executive Order which is available free 
of charge. 





THE REPORTER 
For Conscience’ Sake 
401 Third St. N. W., Room 403 
Washington 1, D. C. 


FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 








Sec. 34.66, P. L. & R. 
U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 


Washington, D. C. 
Permit No. 5540 




















